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Materials *oR Union, 


Hereas there are Three Parties of 
P:oteſtants in the Nation, 
the Ep;ſcopalian, the Presbyterian, 
and the Independent ( or Congre- 
gationab-Men, which are of &di- 

verle ſorts) who do, and will ever differ in their 

Opinions about the Church, and Diſcipline of 

it, in the Queſtion, which is of Chriſt's Infti- 

eution ; or, Whether the One, or the Other, is 
moſt conſonant ro Scripture: it is not our 

Diſputes about the Church as Particular (which 

are rather to be mutually forborn, and every 

Party left herein to their own Perſwaſon) bur 

A Common Agreement in what we Can Agree, 

and that is in the Church as National, muſt Heal 

our Diviſions, 


Ir is here we muſt lay the Foundation-Stone 
of Nlnion, 
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When the Parliament then ſhall ſet about 
This Buſineſs ro purpoſe, A Bill ſhould be 
brought in for Declaring the Conſtitution of Otir 
Church of England, 

A Parliament is the Repreſentative of the 
whole People of Enzland, and I doubt not, bur 

Conſent and. Agreement, they might Make 
a 'New Confticution of the CHURCH, as it is 
National ; and much more may they Declare the 
Conſticution of -it. 

The'Papiſts are for one Univerfal Organical 
Church throughout the world, whereof the Pope 
is Head by Chriſt's Appointment ; and whoto- 
eyer conſequently is not of this Roman Catholick- 
Church, and Governed by bim, mult be Damn'd. 
There are ſome of our late Prelatiſts arc for the 
ſame Church, but under che Dioce(:n Biſhops 
of the whole Earth, who being Convened in a 
General Council, are the Head that muſt give Laws 
wo it; and wholoever Ttctuſe ro be Govern'd by 
the Laws of chele General Councils, are Schiſ- 
maticks, 1 am much rather therefore, in my mind, 
for the Notion (which is that in the Embryo the 
Reverend Dean of St. Pauls ſeems to me to aim 
ar, if ir could be once well formed) of an Iulependent 
National Church Political, but not to be held, as che 
Congregationalift ſuppoſes his Particular Indepen- 
dent 
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dent Oue, and They their Catholick, to be of 
Divine, but of Humane Inſtitution ; for it is mani- 
feſtly a thing Accidental to the Church of Chriſt, 
thar the Supreme Magiſtrate, and the whole 
Body of a Nation, are Chriſtian. 

1c ſhould be decikeed then in ſuch” a Bill or 
A of Parliament, that the Church of England 
conſiſts of the KING as the Head, and all che 
ſeyeral Aſſemblies of che Proteſtants as the Body. 

A Dilcrimination between the Tolerable and 
ſntolerable, is never to be gain-laid by any Wiſe 
Man. 

[rc is not for me, or any One perſon, but a Con- 
vocation, or Parliament, to preſcribe the Terms of 
Nui Communion ; bur [ would have all our 
Aſſemblies that are T7 lerable, to be made Legal by 
ſuch an 4, and thereby parts of the National 
Church, as well as the Parodba {| Congregations. 

That the Biſhops ſhould be declared Eccleſi- 
aſtical Officers under the KING, acting: Circa 
Sacra only, by Vertue of - His Authority and Come 
miſſion. 

As Jehoflaphat appointed Officers for Govern- 
ment in the Matters of God, and the Kings Matters : 
So ſhould the Biſhops be in Our Eccleſtaſtical, as 
the Judges are in Civil Matters, the Subſtitutes 
of His Majeſty, and Execute His Juriſdiction. 
Upon 
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Upon this Account, if any of the Eminent 
among the Non-conformiſts were Choſen to be 
Biſhops, they could not refuſe it. 

Let Dr. Owen and Mr. Baxter be the Two 
next that are called to this Fun&tion upon luch an 
A&t, and commanded to Hold it, and then would 
UNION indeed Commence. 

Their Work in general, ſhould be to Superviſe 
the Churches ot both ſorts in their Dioceſles, 
that they all Walk according to their own Or- 
der, agreeably to the Goſpel and the Peace of 
one another, 

| am ſenſible unto what Diſtrels a Congrega- 
tional Miniſter may be brought in the exerciſe 
of Diſcipline over ſome potent, turbulent, and 
refratory Members ; and what Relief he might 
find in fuch an External Eccleſiaſtical Officer as 
this. 

This ſhall Alvance, and not Leſſen, the outward 
Power and Honour of the Biſhops. 

I humbly Motion a Third Clerk for the Con- 
vocation, to be added to the Two in every Dio- 
ceſs, and choſe out of the Non-conformiſts for 
the Unanimous proſecution of Holineſs and Con- 
cord throughout all the Churches: And the two 
Provinces of Canterbury and York ſhould Unite in 
this Convecation, for the making them one Nas 
tional 
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tial Church, and not two Provincial ones in a di” 
verſe Aſſembly. 

[ ſhould expect then ſuch Canons to be made, 
as would render us all happy in the ſatisfa&tion 
of both Parties. 

An A of Parliament to this purpoſe, would 
make the Church of England to be in Earneſt, ſuch 
a Church, as the Church-men would have-us ſtill 
think ir, the Beſt Conſtituted, the moſt Exemplary, 
and the moſt Glorious of any that is, or indeed, 
that well can be in this World. 

And thus I have offered my Mite to the Sanftu- 
ary ; that is, ſo much as I have, and what I think 
fit for Cultivation by Qthers, whom GOD ſhall 
make Wiſe-hearted, and Concern'd, for the Wel- 
fare of Syon. 

There is Room allo here left for the far- 
ther Invention of Such, in regard to many the like 
things as theſe : For they that will, may lee ſome- 
thing more in a few Sheets, in part Entituled, 
Animadverſtons Kpon the Debate between Dr. Stilling- 
fleet and My. Baxter, Concerning the Nationd Church, 
and Head of it. Unto which this Paper may be 
Stieched. 


THE END. 


